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This groundbreaking introductory textbook explores the emergence and
development of the Bible, placing it in the broader context of world history. It
particularly focuses on the role of a number of empires in the formation of the
Biblical canon.

Explores the historical role the Bible has played in subsequent empires, and its●

enduring influence in the contemporary world, resulting in a balanced overview
of the historical forces that shaped the canon
Explores topics including: the formation of the Pentateuch, the development of●

the earliest Old Testament stories, the historical study of the Gospel traditions
surrounding Jesus; the influence of Roman rule in the provinces where Paul
spent much of his ministry; and the interpretation of the Biblical texts and their
use by different faith communities
Incorporates numerous student-friendly features throughout, including study●

questions, review sections, bibliographies, timelines, and illustrations and
photos
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Editorial Review

Review
"I recommend this book to those careful readers who seek to improve their knowledge of the Bible from new
perspectives." (Theological Book Review, 2010)

Review
"Carr and Conway have broken free from the typical Introduction to the Bible by framing their readable
prose around the key effect of empire(s) on the development of biblical traditions. While not ignoring
fundamental issues such as authorship, genre, and dating, their unique approach tells a compelling story of
crucial periods in canonical history. Helpful sidebars provide readers with key texts as well as comments on
content and method, and every chapter is richly illustrated with pictures, photographs, and maps. The whole
approach is oriented towards a pedagogy in which students are invited into the conversation through
overviews, exercises and reflection questions for each chapter. Students will find this book intellectually
engaging and a pleasure to read. Instructors will be pleased to have a creative textbook as a partner in their
teaching."
—Richard S Ascough, Queen’s University, Canada

“As reliable as Carr and Conway are in their guidance to the Bible and to biblical scholarship, they are also
not afraid to push at the cutting edge. Combine that fearlessness with a genuine concern for and knowledge
of how students actually learn, and you’ve got a truly outstanding textbook.”
—Tod Linafelt, Georgetown University

From the Back Cover
This groundbreaking introduction to the Bible explores its emergence and development in the context of
world history. It particularly focuses on the role of a number of empires in the formation of the biblical
canon.

In addition to its comprehensive coverage, this book also integrates in an accessible way the most up-to-date
work in the field. It traces the development of the Bible through its interaction with the empires of the time,
from the Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and Hellenistic empires, through to the
Roman dominion. Topics explored include the formation of the Pentateuch, the development of the earliest
Old Testament stories, the historical study of the gospel traditions surrounding Jesus; the influence of Roman
rule in the provinces where Paul spent much of his ministry; and the interpretation of the biblical texts and
their use by different faith communities.

Packed throughout with reader-friendly features including study questions, bibliographies, timelines, and
illustrations and photos, this is a balanced and informed introduction.

Also available by David Carr: An Introduction to the Old Testament. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Shannon Blackshear:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book An Introduction to the Bible: Sacred Texts and Imperial
Contexts will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Johnny Cahill:

The book An Introduction to the Bible: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book An
Introduction to the Bible: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts? Some of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book An Introduction to the Bible: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Duane Coley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this An Introduction to the Bible: Sacred
Texts and Imperial Contexts book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question An Introduction to the Bible:
Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Gaye Lewis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the An Introduction to the Bible: Sacred Texts and Imperial Contexts when you essential it?
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