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"The genius of Richardson’s narration is not simply the innovative use of
epistolary fiction… but also the subtlety with which he unfolds the dark tragedy
of Clarissa’s fatal attraction to Lovelace." —Robert McCrum
"O Richardson! In spite of ourselves we play a role in your works, we take part in
your conversations, we approve, we blame, we marvel…" —Denis Diderot
"No one, in any language, has ever written a novel that equals or even
approaches 'Clarissa'". —Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Pressured by her unscrupulous family to marry a wealthy man she detests, the
young Clarissa Harlowe is tricked into fleeing with the witty and debonair Robert
Lovelace and places herself under his protection. Lovelace, however, proves
himself to be an untrustworthy rake whose vague promises of marriage are
accompanied by unwelcome and increasingly brutal sexual advances. And yet,
Clarissa finds his charm alluring, her scrupulous sense of virtue tinged with
unconfessed desire.
Told through a complex series of interweaving letters, “Clarissa” is a richly
ambiguous study of a fatally attracted couple and a work of astonishing power
and immediacy. A huge success when it first appeared in 1747, and translated
into French and German, it remains one of the greatest of all European novels. Its
rich ambiguities — our sense of Clarissa’s scrupulous virtue tinged with
intimations of her capacity for self-deception in matters of sex; the wicked and
amusing faces of Lovelace, who must be easily the most charming villain in
English literature — give the story extraordinary psychological momentum.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rosa Tarpley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you
want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Clarissa
[volumes 1 to 9] (Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #55] is kind of publication which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

Antoine Harris:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Clarissa [volumes 1 to 9] (Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of
all time - #55] as your daily resource information.

Michael Burnette:

The e-book untitled Clarissa [volumes 1 to 9] (Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #55]
is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Clarissa [volumes 1 to 9]
(Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #55] from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Frances Smith:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Clarissa [volumes 1 to 9] (Centaur Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #55] your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but



surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Clarissa [volumes 1 to 9] (Centaur
Classics) [The 100 greatest novels of all time - #55] giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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