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You love movies. Who doesn't?

In Finding God in the Movies Catherine Barsotti and Robert Johnston show you
how to combine your love of movies with your desire for God. Introducing
thirty-three films of faith--ranging from Tender Mercies to X-Men--the authors
identify and explore key biblical themes like forgiveness, faith, and repentance.
An enthusiastic guide for the individual movie lover or small group, this resource
contains production notes and film synopses, relevant Scripture texts, theological
reflection, recommended video clips, discussion questions, and more. It will
deepen your fervor for film and for God.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Inviting Christians to "have a conversation with a movie's story, not an inquisition," Barsotti and Johnston
add to the growing number of film study guides on the market for pastors, youth leaders and religious
educators. By even mentioning an inquisition, Barsotti, a film reviewer for The Covenant Companion
magazine, and her husband Johnston, a professor of theology and culture at Fuller Seminary, make it clear
that their primary audience is evangelical Christians who see film as a guilty pleasure. For the guilt-free,
some parts of the book will feel like unnecessary apologetics, and the language sometimes lapses into
evangelical jargon. The heart of the book is its evocative, open-ended questions for each film—a study in
how to approach visual texts in a postmodern world. Instead of telling readers what they should think of the
popular films, the authors simply share their delight in each film, and then invite us to enter the stories with
new eyes. Each film gets a synopsis and theological reflection, a few "dialogue texts" from scripture,
discussion questions and suggested clips for viewing and analyzing. Anyone wanting to discuss Christian
theology or spirituality found in film will enjoy exploring these 33 well-tested movies and will appreciate the
well-articulated model for engaging spiritually with popular culture found in this study guide.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From the Back Cover
You love movies. Who doesn't?

In Finding God in the Movies Catherine Barsotti and Robert Johnston show you how to combine your love
of movies with your desire for God. Introducing thirty-three films of faith-ranging from Tender Mercies to
X-Men-the authors identify and explore key biblical themes like forgiveness, faith, and repentance. An
enthusiastic guide for the individual movie lover or small group, this resource contains production notes and
film synopses, relevant Scripture texts, theological reflection, recommended video clips, discussion
questions, and more. It will deepen your fervor for film and for God.

"I've often suggested that Christians open up their homes for a film night: show a movie and follow up with
snacks and a discussion. It's a simple idea but, for most people, is tough to carry out. Where do we begin?
We begin with Finding God in the Movies. Robert Johnston and Catherine Barsotti have done a wonderful
service in creating a book that teaches believers how to analyze films. Use it alone, with your family, or,
better yet, invite the neighborhood."-Charles W. Colson, Prison Fellowship

"To read God into movies is not difficult. To find God there waiting for us-now, that is something else
altogether. Finding God in the Movies peels back God's presence in thirty-three compelling films, leading us
from superficial analysis and utilitarian agendas to deep, personal engagement. Bravo!"-Sally Morgenthaler,
founder, Sacramentis.com

"Barsotti and Johnston demonstrate their incredible ability to dialogue with both Hollywood and the
community of faith. Unlike other film review books, they appropriate each film's vision of life and invite the
reader to interact with it. Here is an invitation to enhance your journey of faith via the silver screen."-David
Bruce, host of HollywoodJesus.com

"Written with humility, grace, and sensitivity, Finding God in the Movies will be a tremendous resource for
those seeking light inside the cinema. More than just a guide to great films, this book is a window into how



to engage them; and find on the other side, a deeper understanding of the Lord."-Todd Komarnicki,
filmmaker, producer of Elf

"In every arena of youth ministry today, we are seeing that movies are providing students many of their takes
on life. Finding God in the Movies can help you use movies more authentically in your teaching and
outreach. I wholeheartedly recommend this book."-Cliff Anderson, vice president of training and strategic
resources, Young Life

About the Author
Robert K. Johnston is a professor of theology and culture at Fuller Theological Seminary. He is an ordained
minister in the Evangelical Covenant Church and formerly served as dean of North Park Theological
Seminary. He is the author of the critically acclaimed Reel Spirituality. Catherine M. Barsotti teaches
courses at Centro Hispano de Estudios. Teologicos in the areas of theology, ethics, and spirituality (in
Spanish). She also does consulting to Christian nonprofit organizations in the area of strategic planning and
board development. Together with Rob, she has been writing movie reviews for the last eight years for the
Covenant Companion and Faith@Work.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Finding God in the Movies: 33
Films of Reel Faith will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Laura Thompson:

Here thing why this specific Finding God in the Movies: 33 Films of Reel Faith are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Finding God in the Movies: 33 Films of Reel Faith giving you information
deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with
Finding God in the Movies: 33 Films of Reel Faith. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Finding God in the Movies: 33 Films of Reel
Faith in e-book can be your alternative.

Lawrence Hurst:

This book untitled Finding God in the Movies: 33 Films of Reel Faith to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will



easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Deidra Hird:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Finding God in the
Movies: 33 Films of Reel Faith which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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