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The best introductory book on the subject examines plant structures and the
problems they present to illustrators, then discusses the artist's tools and how to
use them: pencils, erasers, papers, brushes, watercolors, gouache, and acrylics.
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Editorial Review

Review

Botanical artist Keith West's thorough guide to drawing plantsis so beautifully produced that even nonartists
who love nature and art will want to own it. -- Lori D. Kranz Bloomsbury Review 19970201 The wealth of
technical information will provide the artist with a greater understanding of and proficiency in botanical
work. -- Angel Lee Choice 19990601 Filled with superb illustrations and step-by-step studies showing how
illustrations can be built up and how special effects can be applied ... An encyclopedic reference that has
long been needed by botanical illustrators. Northeastern Naturalist 20010507 The book provides quite a
helpful basis even for the beginner artist; for those with experience, it's fun to learn methods gleaned during
the author's life. Garden Clippings 20010725 The techniques of botanical illustration are clearly set out...
The reader will end up with a greater understanding and appreciation of plant structure. -- Virgil Rupp East
Oregonian 20020519

From the Back Cover

This comprehensive and authoritative handbook by an experienced botanical artist isintended for the people
who ask those questions—who want to portray plants and flowers with botanical accuracy: artists seeking to
extent subjects, or amateurs with an interest in botany and natural history who want to record flowers that
have given them pleasure.

The author gives detailed advice on working in pencil, pen, scraper board, water-colour and gouache, and
acrylics; on building up adrawing or painting by stages; on taking measurements and understanding plant
structure; on collecting, handling and preserving plant material; and on the use of the hand lens and
dissecting microscope. The accurate observation and the techniques that he advocates are equally applicable
to the disciplined requirements of providing plates for the scientific press and to illustrations for more
popular work or to drawing for pleasure. Essential botanical terms and information are fully explained and
illustrated, and there is a glossary.

Approximately 130 illustrations( 10 in colour) include examples of work of well-known artists of the past
and alarge number of diagrams and line drawings.

About the Author

Keith West was formerly Art Lecturer for the Department of Extension Studies, University of Canterbury,
Christchurch and, for 20 years, Botanical Artist for the Botany Division of the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research in New Zealand. He currently livesin Wales.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Theresa Pepper:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take ago
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible How to Draw



Plants: The Techniques of Botanical lllustration? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. Y ou understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Mack Washburn:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is aways change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choicein your case but the problems
coming to you actually isyou don't know what one you should start with. This How to Draw Plants: The
Techniques of Botanical Illustration is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Patti Metivier:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take How to Draw Plants: The Techniques of Botanical
Illustration as the daily resource information.

Larry Hudgens:

The book untitled How to Draw Plants. The Techniques of Botanical Illustration is the publication that
recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did alot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of How to Draw Plants: The Techniques of Botanical
Illustration from the publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.
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