
Irish Voices from the Spanish Inquisition:
Migrants, Converts and Brokers in Early
Modern Iberia

By T. O'Connor

Irish Voices from the Spanish Inquisition: Migrants, Converts and Brokers
in Early Modern Iberia By T. O'Connor

This book explores the activities of early modern Irish migrants in Spain,
particularly their rather surprising association with the Spanish Inquisition.
Pushed from home by political, economic and religious instability, and attracted
to Spain by the wealth and opportunities of its burgeoning economy and empire,
the incoming Irish fell prey to the Spanish Inquisition. For the inquisitors, the
Irish, as vassals of Elizabeth I, were initially viewed as a heretical threat and
suffered prosecution for Protestant heresy. However, for most Irish migrants,
their dual status as English vassals and loyal Catholics permitted them to adapt
quickly to provide brokerage and intermediary services to the Spanish state,
mediating informally between it and Protestant jurisdictions, especially England.
The Irish were particularly successful in forging an association with the
Inquisition to convert incoming Protestant soldiers, merchants and operatives for
useful service in Catholic Spain. As both victims and agents of the Inquisition,
the Irish emerge as a versatile and complex migrant group. Their activities
complicate our view of early modern migration and raise questions about the role
of migrant groups and their foreign networks in the core historical narratives of
Ireland, Spain and England, and in the history of their connections. Irish Voices
from the Spanish Inquisition throws new light on how the Inquisition worked, not
only as an organ of doctrinal police, but also in its unexpected role as a cross-
creedal instrument of conversion and assimilation.
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This book explores the activities of early modern Irish migrants in Spain, particularly their rather surprising
association with the Spanish Inquisition. Pushed from home by political, economic and religious instability,
and attracted to Spain by the wealth and opportunities of its burgeoning economy and empire, the incoming
Irish fell prey to the Spanish Inquisition. For the inquisitors, the Irish, as vassals of Elizabeth I, were initially
viewed as a heretical threat and suffered prosecution for Protestant heresy. However, for most Irish migrants,
their dual status as English vassals and loyal Catholics permitted them to adapt quickly to provide brokerage
and intermediary services to the Spanish state, mediating informally between it and Protestant jurisdictions,
especially England. The Irish were particularly successful in forging an association with the Inquisition to
convert incoming Protestant soldiers, merchants and operatives for useful service in Catholic Spain. As both
victims and agents of the Inquisition, the Irish emerge as a versatile and complex migrant group. Their
activities complicate our view of early modern migration and raise questions about the role of migrant
groups and their foreign networks in the core historical narratives of Ireland, Spain and England, and in the
history of their connections. Irish Voices from the Spanish Inquisition throws new light on how the
Inquisition worked, not only as an organ of doctrinal police, but also in its unexpected role as a cross-creedal
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

This book explores the activities of early modern Irish migrants in Spain, particularly their rather surprising
association with the Spanish Inquisition. Pushed from home by political, economic and religious instability,
and attracted to Spain by the wealth and opportunities of its burgeoning economy and empire, the incoming
Irish fell prey to the Spanish Inquisition. For the inquisitors, the Irish, as vassals of Elizabeth I, were initially
viewed as a heretical threat and suffered prosecution for Protestant heresy. However, for most Irish migrants,
their dual status as English vassals and loyal Catholics permitted them to adapt quickly to provide brokerage
and intermediary services to the Spanish state, mediating informally between it and Protestant jurisdictions,
especially England. The Irish were particularly successful in forging an association with the Inquisition to
convert incoming Protestant soldiers, merchants and operatives for useful service in Catholic Spain. As both
victims and agents of the Inquisition, the Irish emerge as a versatile and complex migrant group. Their
activities complicate our view of early modern migration and raise questions about the role of migrant
groups and their foreign networks in the core historical narratives of Ireland, Spain and England, and in the
history of their connections. Irish Voices from the Spanish Inquisition throws new light on how the
Inquisition worked, not only as an organ of doctrinal police, but also in its unexpected role as a cross-creedal
instrument of conversion and assimilation.

About the Author

Thomas O'Connor teaches history in Maynooth University, Ireland. He has authored several works on the
Irish abroad, including a book on Irish Jansenists, and edited or co-edited four volumes of essays on the Irish
in Europe. Currently co-editing two collections on Catholic colleges abroad, he is editor of Archivium
Hibernicum and directs Maynoooth's Irish in Europe Project.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Miguel Philip:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Irish Voices from the Spanish Inquisition:
Migrants, Converts and Brokers in Early Modern Iberia to read.



Leona Hicks:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book Irish Voices from the Spanish Inquisition: Migrants, Converts and
Brokers in Early Modern Iberia it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book
you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Michael Sweet:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Irish Voices from the
Spanish Inquisition: Migrants, Converts and Brokers in Early Modern Iberia which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Samantha Smith:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Irish Voices from the Spanish Inquisition: Migrants,
Converts and Brokers in Early Modern Iberia or even others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In
different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Irish Voices from the Spanish Inquisition:
Migrants, Converts and Brokers in Early Modern Iberia to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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