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Poetic Diction, first published in 1928, begins by asking why we call a given
grouping of words “poetry” and why these arouse “aesthetic imagination” and
produce pleasure in a receptive reader. Returning always to this personal
experience of poetry, Owen Barfield at the same time seeks objective standards
of criticism and a theory of poetic diction in broader philosophical considerations
on the relation of world and thought. His profound musings explore concerns
fundamental to the understanding and appreciation of poetry, including the nature
of metaphor, poetic effect, the difference between verse and prose, and the
essence of meaning.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This extraordinary study stands virtually alone in focusing on the mysterious area in poetry between word
and meaning. Only the most sensitive and learned guides coule lead us through this terra incognita. Barfield
is such a guide ... The book has already become a classic."-- G. B. Tennyson

Review
“This extraordinary study stands virtually alone in focusing on the mysterious area in poetry between word
and meaning. Only the most sensitive and learned guides coule lead us through this terra incognita. Barfield
is such a guide … The book has already become a classic.” (G. B. Tennyson)

“Among the few poets and teachers of my acquaintance who know Poetic Diction, it has been valued not
only as a secret book, but nearly as a sacred one.” (Howard Nemerov)

From the Publisher
5 x 8 trim. LC 87-22985

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Destiny Hunt:

The book Poetic Diction: A Study in Meaning (Wesleyan Paperback) will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Poetic Diction: A Study in Meaning
(Wesleyan Paperback) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Marcella Aragon:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Poetic Diction: A Study in Meaning (Wesleyan Paperback).

Elsie Hawkins:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Poetic Diction: A Study in Meaning (Wesleyan
Paperback) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Poetic Diction: A Study



in Meaning (Wesleyan Paperback) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading which.

John Lyons:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Poetic Diction: A Study in Meaning
(Wesleyan Paperback) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the guide Poetic Diction: A Study in Meaning (Wesleyan Paperback) can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of these time.
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