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The internationally bestselling courtroom drama centering on a young
German lawyer and a case involving World War II

A bestseller in Germany since its 2011 release—with rights sold in seventeen
countries—The Collini Case combines the classic courtroom procedural with
modern European history in a legal thriller worthy of John Grisham and Scott
Turow.

Fabrizio Collini is recently retired. He’s a quiet, unassuming man with no
indications that he’s capable of hurting anyone. And yet he brutally murders a
prominent industrialist in one of Berlin’s most exclusive hotels.

Collini ends up in the charge of Caspar Leinen, a rookie defense lawyer eager to
launch his career with a not-guilty verdict. Complications soon arise when
Collini admits to the murder but refuses to give his motive, much less speak to
anyone. As Leinen searches for clues he discovers a personal connection to the
victim and unearths a terrible truth at the heart of Germany’s legal system that
stretches back to World War II. But how much is he willing to sacrifice to expose
the truth?
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involving World War II

A bestseller in Germany since its 2011 release—with rights sold in seventeen countries—The Collini Case
combines the classic courtroom procedural with modern European history in a legal thriller worthy of John
Grisham and Scott Turow.

Fabrizio Collini is recently retired. He’s a quiet, unassuming man with no indications that he’s capable of
hurting anyone. And yet he brutally murders a prominent industrialist in one of Berlin’s most exclusive
hotels.

Collini ends up in the charge of Caspar Leinen, a rookie defense lawyer eager to launch his career with a
not-guilty verdict. Complications soon arise when Collini admits to the murder but refuses to give his
motive, much less speak to anyone. As Leinen searches for clues he discovers a personal connection to the
victim and unearths a terrible truth at the heart of Germany’s legal system that stretches back to World War
II. But how much is he willing to sacrifice to expose the truth?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Von Schirach, a prominent German advocate for the accused and author of two story collections (Guilt;
Crime), disappoints with this present-day legal thriller, a whydunit. Fabrizio Collini, a toolmaker in his late
70s, pretends to be a reporter for an Italian newspaper when he calls on 85-year-old Jean-Baptiste Meyer, a
German businessman, in his room at Berlin's Hotel Adlon. Collini later confesses to shooting Meyer four
times in the head, and then stamping repeatedly on Meyer's face. Caspar Leinen, who has just begun work as
a defense lawyer, accepts the case before realizing that Meyer's real name is Hans Meyer, and that he's an old
friend; but Collini wants Leinen to stay on the case, despite this personal connection. Given the advanced
ages of the two principals, readers will have no trouble guessing that the killer's motive has something to do
with WWII. Even the courtroom scenes lack genuine drama. (Aug.)

From Booklist
This spare novel follows the publication of the English translation of von Schirach’s debut short-story
collection, Crime and Guilt (2011). The author’s unique perspective and experiences as a defense attorney
gave credibility to that collection, as it does to this novel. An Italian living in contemporary Berlin enters a
hotel suite and brutally murders its occupant. Then he waits in the lobby to be arrested. All that is known of
the killer is that he is a retired machinist at Mercedes-Benz. The victim is one of the richest men in Germany.
The focus is on court-appointed defense attorney Caspar Leinen, who has been qualified for only 42 days.
This is a pretty typical David-and-Goliath legal case, with Leinen pitted against one of Germany’s top
prosecutors. But the way that Leinen digs for facts—and his eventual discoveries, which go back through his
personal past and extend to the Holocaust—animate what is a tight-lipped but involving mystery. --Connie
Fletcher

Review
“A magnificent storyteller” – Der Spiegel
 
“A miracle of purpose and precision that leaves most bloated thrillers on the starting blocks.” – Financial
Times 
 
“Everything about Ferdinand von Schirach and The Collini Case… is extraordinary.” – Sunday Times
(London)
 
“Terrific” – Elle (Germany)
 
“Von Schirach has a style that is elegant, precise and lean.” – The Toronto Star
 
“Not just entertaining but historically significant” – Library Journal
 
“The pleasures of the book are its particulars: of the law and how it is practiced in Germany, the anecdotes
that give agency and motive to the characters, fascinating tidbits about detonators, the description of an
autopsy. This is the stock and trade of crime fiction. All the conventions—even a love interest—are present;
a regular reader will check boxes off a list, and yet this book works magic.” – Kirkus
 
“But the way Leinen digs for facts… animate what is a tight-lipped but involving mystery.” – Booklist
 

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“The Collini Case takes off running and, without manipulation or stunts other than a brilliantly orchestrated
plot, proceeds to tell a whopper of a tale.” – ShelfAwareness
 
“This certainly isn’t a comfortable story, but it is an important one… and like all the best murder mysteries,
this one has a twist.” – The Spectator (UK)
 
“Don’t tell John Grisham but legal dramas don't actually need to be gratuitously cliffhanger-packed, 4,000
page affairs… Von Schirach’s economy of writing and knowledge of his subject are key to The Collini
Case’s success.” – Metro (UK)
 
“…Extremely persuasive. The trial scenes are excellent.” – The Scotsman
 
“This is a small gem – sly, trenchant and provocative, none of its conclusions foregone.” – The Guardian

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Collini Case: A Novel will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Wanda Leopard:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Collini Case: A Novel book is readable by means of you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Collini
Case: A Novel content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Collini
Case: A Novel is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Lillie Granado:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Collini Case: A Novel that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you could pick The Collini Case: A Novel become your own personal starter.



Martin Hobson:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book The Collini Case: A Novel to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it.
Beside that the e-book The Collini Case: A Novel can to be your friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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