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Tribal peoples believe that the shaman experiences, absorbs, and communicates a
special mode of power, sustaining and healing. This book discusses American
Indian shamanic traditions, particularly those of the Woodland Ojibway, in terms
drawn from the classical shamanism of Siberian peoples. Using a cultural-
historical method, John A. Grim describes the spiritual formation of shamans,
male and female, and elucidates the special religious experience that they
transmit to their tribes.

Writing as a historian of religion well acquainted with ethnological materials,
Grim identifies four patterns in the shamanic experience: cosmology, tribal
sanction, ritual reenactment, and trance experience. Relating those concepts to
the Siberian and Ojibway experiences, he draws on mythology, sociology,
anthropology, and psychology to paint a picture of shamanism that is both
particularized and interpretative.

As religious personalities, shamans are important today because of their singular
ability to express symbolically the forces that animate the tribal cosmology.
Often identifying themselves with primordial earth processes, shamans develop
symbol systems drawn from the archetypal earth images that are vital to their
psychic healing technique. This particular ability to resonate with the natural
world is felt as an important need in our time.

 Those readers who identify with American Indians as they confront modern
technological society will value this introduction to our native shamanic
traditions and to the religious experience itself. The author's discussion of
Ojibway practices is the most comprehensive short treatment available, written
with a fine poetic feeling that reflects the literary expressiveness inherent in
American Indian religion and thought.
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Tribal peoples believe that the shaman experiences, absorbs, and communicates a special mode of power,
sustaining and healing. This book discusses American Indian shamanic traditions, particularly those of the
Woodland Ojibway, in terms drawn from the classical shamanism of Siberian peoples. Using a cultural-
historical method, John A. Grim describes the spiritual formation of shamans, male and female, and
elucidates the special religious experience that they transmit to their tribes.

Writing as a historian of religion well acquainted with ethnological materials, Grim identifies four patterns in
the shamanic experience: cosmology, tribal sanction, ritual reenactment, and trance experience. Relating
those concepts to the Siberian and Ojibway experiences, he draws on mythology, sociology, anthropology,
and psychology to paint a picture of shamanism that is both particularized and interpretative.

As religious personalities, shamans are important today because of their singular ability to express
symbolically the forces that animate the tribal cosmology. Often identifying themselves with primordial
earth processes, shamans develop symbol systems drawn from the archetypal earth images that are vital to
their psychic healing technique. This particular ability to resonate with the natural world is felt as an
important need in our time.

 Those readers who identify with American Indians as they confront modern technological society will value
this introduction to our native shamanic traditions and to the religious experience itself. The author's
discussion of Ojibway practices is the most comprehensive short treatment available, written with a fine
poetic feeling that reflects the literary expressiveness inherent in American Indian religion and thought.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

John A. Grim holds the M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Fordham University, Bronx, New York; and the B.A.
from Saint John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota. He is Assistant Professor in the Department of
Religion, Elizabeth Seton College, Yonkers, New York. He has written several articles on shamans and
American Indian philosophy and has traveled extensively in east and southeast Asia researching shamanism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jamie Hernandez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of
them is this The Shaman: Patterns of Religious Healing Among the Ojibway Indians (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series).

Raymond Lee:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The Shaman: Patterns of Religious Healing Among the
Ojibway Indians (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) can be good book to read. May be it may
be best activity to you.

Rick Briones:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the



whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Shaman: Patterns of Religious Healing Among the Ojibway
Indians (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Ollie Brooks:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the The Shaman: Patterns of Religious Healing Among the Ojibway Indians (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series) when you required it?
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