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War and Change in World Politics introduces the reader to an important new
theory of international political change. Arguing that the fundamental nature of
international relations has not changed over the millennia, Professor Gilpin uses
history, sociology, and economic theory to identify the forces causing change in
the world order. The discussion focuses on the differential growth of power in the
international system and the result of this unevenness. A shift in the balance of
power - economic or military - weakens the foundations of the existing system,
because those gaining power see the increasing benefits and the decreasing cost
of changing the system. The result, maintains Gilpin, is that actors seek to alter
the system through territorial, political, or economic expansion until the marginal
costs of continuing change are greater than the marginal benefits. When states
develop the power to change the system according to their interests they will
strive to do so- either by increasing economic efficiency and maximizing mutual
gain, or by redistributing wealth and power in their own favour.
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War and Change in World Politics introduces the reader to an important new theory of international political
change. Arguing that the fundamental nature of international relations has not changed over the millennia,
Professor Gilpin uses history, sociology, and economic theory to identify the forces causing change in the
world order. The discussion focuses on the differential growth of power in the international system and the
result of this unevenness. A shift in the balance of power - economic or military - weakens the foundations of
the existing system, because those gaining power see the increasing benefits and the decreasing cost of
changing the system. The result, maintains Gilpin, is that actors seek to alter the system through territorial,
political, or economic expansion until the marginal costs of continuing change are greater than the marginal
benefits. When states develop the power to change the system according to their interests they will strive to
do so- either by increasing economic efficiency and maximizing mutual gain, or by redistributing wealth and
power in their own favour.
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Editorial Review

Review
' ... Professor Gilpin provides in place of the tedious and vacuous theorizing common in the literature an
intelligent and intellectually stimulating, if speculative, study of major issues in world politics. As such it can
be highly recommended.' The Times Higher Education Supplement

'Gilpin has read widely and thoughtfully, and future analysis of big changes in the world political system will
find that he has asked important questions and given provisional answers.' Political Science Quarterly

From the Back Cover
War and Change in World Politics introduces the reader to an important new theory of international political
change--a conceptual framework that could transform the way we think about international relations.
Arguing that the fundamental nature of international relations has not changed over the millennia, Professor
Gilpin uses history, sociology, and economic theory to identify the forces causing change in the world order.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This War and Change in World Politics is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Clarence Duncan:

This War and Change in World Politics are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The explanation of this War and Change in World Politics can be among the great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this War and Change in World Politics
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Colton Fierros:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking War and Change in World Politics
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the



world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
are able to pick War and Change in World Politics become your own starter.

Lorraine Joyner:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book War and
Change in World Politics. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can
add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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