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More than 1,000 A-to-Z entries emphasize the central themes and traditions of
world folklore from ancient times to the present day. Entries include: -- Folkloric
associations of superstitions, dreams, and myths -- Beliefs and remedies linked
with herbs, birds, and animals -- Popular heroes and folkloric characters,
including Charlemagne, Paul Bunyan, Don Juan, Hiawatha, and Merlin --
Fabulous beasts and beings, including dragons, elves, fairies, giants, and
mermaids -- Customs, rituals, and festivals surrounding such events as birth,
marriage, and death -- Folkloric origins of nursery rhymes, proverbs, and
sayings.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Although this reference book admits to being somewhat Eurocentric, it does touch upon the folklore of
Asian, African, South American, and Native American cultures as well. Pickering (Cassell Dictionary of
Superstitions, Cassell Dictionary of Proverbs) provides succinct but informative entries (longer when the
topic is more complex) on such subjects as herbal remedies, the superstitions connected with various
gemstones, and the folklore associated with selected trees, plants, birds, and animals. He also covers the
ritual tradition of holidays and festivals and the origins of proverbs and sayings. In addition, the dictionary
mentions characters and heroes from selkies to Joe Magarac, fantasy beings such as sprites and pixies, and
some urban myths. While making what the introduction calls only "modest" claims to comprehensiveness,
this dictionary nonetheless pulls together disparate strands of information not always available in mythology
sources. Cross references help locate material. Recommended for public and school libraries as a basic
reference on folklore.DKatherine Kaigler-Koenig, Ellis Sch., Pittsburgh
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The objectives of this approximately 1,000-entry guide, first published in Great Britain as The Cassell
Dictionary of Folklore, are to examine origins of beliefs, look at lives of famous characters, provide
background on specific tales, and cover a wide range of subjects, from the mythology of real and magic
creatures to rituals. Pickering has edited several other works on fable, proverbs, and superstitions.

The alphabetically arranged entries are readable and concisely written, with careful cross-referencing. They
include "folk tales, festivals, customs, legendary heroes, old wives' tales, fabulous creatures, folk remedies,
and other items of folkloric interest from many cultural traditions." Emphasis is on traditions of the British
Isles, western Europe, and North America, but there is some coverage of Africa, India, South America, and
other regions as well.

There is interesting material on plants, animals, and superstitions surrounding these, in entries such as Beans,
Bears, Pumpkin, and Robin. However, the dictionary seems very conservative, and it lacks a daring leap into
current facets of folklore, such as Clarissa Estes' work on the "wild woman archetype." There are entries on
some urban legends and on UFOs, but more of these modern touches would have been helpful. Also,
definitions of various forms of folklore are not consistently provided. There are entries for ballad, fairy tale,
proverb, riddle, and saga but not epic, fable, myth, or tall tale, to name a few. A bibliography would have
made the book more valuable for students.

Another one-volume work, The Larousse Dictionary of World Folklore [RBB F 1 96], includes brief
information on prominent folklorists as well as a useful bibliography. The more comprehensive Funk &
Wagnalls Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology, and Legend (HarperCollins, 1984) is a standard
reference source but has not been substantially revised since it first appeared in 1949^-1950. Even with its
omissions, A Dictionary of Folklore would be useful in high-school, public, and academic libraries needing a
convenient handbook on the topic.
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"....recommended for undergraduate and public libraries." -- Choice Magazine

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"...a good basic reference, ideal for quick browsing...Recommended." -- The Book Report

"This book of folklore is a fun and informative read for anyone interested in the legends of the world..." --
VOYA, December 2000

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled A Dictionary of Folklore (Facts on File Library of World
Literature). Try to stumble through book A Dictionary of Folklore (Facts on File Library of World
Literature) as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Daniel Nelson:

The book A Dictionary of Folklore (Facts on File Library of World Literature) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking
at a book A Dictionary of Folklore (Facts on File Library of World Literature) for being your habit, you can
get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like start and read a guide A Dictionary of Folklore (Facts on File Library
of World Literature). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks.
So , how do you think about this book?

Paul Kennedy:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This A Dictionary of Folklore (Facts on
File Library of World Literature) is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Carolyn Alcantara:

This A Dictionary of Folklore (Facts on File Library of World Literature) is new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this A Dictionary
of Folklore (Facts on File Library of World Literature) can be the light food for you personally because the



information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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