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Today, DIY -- do-it-yourself -- describes more than self-taught carpentry. Social
media enables DIY citizens to organize and protest in new ways (as in Egypt's
"Twitter revolution" of 2011) and to repurpose corporate content (or create new
user-generated content) in order to offer political counternarratives. This book
examines the usefulness and limits of DIY citizenship, exploring the diverse
forms of political participation and "critical making" that have emerged in recent
years. The authors and artists in this collection describe DIY citizens whose
activities range from activist fan blogging and video production to knitting and
the creation of community gardens. Contributors examine DIY activism,
describing new modes of civic engagement that include Harry Potter fan activism
and the activities of the Yes Men. They consider DIY making in learning,
culture, hacking, and the arts, including do-it-yourself media production and
collaborative documentary making. They discuss DIY and design and how
citizens can unlock the black box of technological infrastructures to engage and
innovate open and participatory critical making. And they explore DIY and
media, describing activists' efforts to remake and reimagine media and the public
sphere. As these chapters make clear, DIY is characterized by its emphasis on
"doing" and making rather than passive consumption. DIY citizens assume active
roles as interventionists, makers, hackers, modders, and tinkerers, in pursuit of
new forms of engaged and participatory democracy.ContributorsMike Ananny,
Chris Atton, Alexandra Bal, Megan Boler, Catherine Burwell, Red Chidgey,
Andrew Clement, Negin Dahya, Suzanne de Castell, Carl DiSalvo, Kevin
Driscoll, Christina Dunbar-Hester, Joseph Ferenbok, Stephanie Fisher, Miki
Foster, Stephen Gilbert, Henry Jenkins, Jennifer Jenson, Yasmin B. Kafai, Ann
Light, Steve Mann, Joel McKim, Brenda McPhail, Owen McSwiney, Joshua
McVeigh-Schultz, Graham Meikle, Emily Rose Michaud, Kate Milberry,
Michael Murphy, Jason Nolan, Kate Orton-Johnson, Kylie A. Peppler, David J.
Phillips, Karen Pollock, Matt Ratto, Ian Reilly, Rosa Reitsamer, Mandy Rose,
Daniela K. Rosner, Yukari Seko, Karen Louise Smith, Lana Swartz, Alex
Tichine, Jennette Weber, Elke Zobl
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About the Author

Matt Ratto is Assistant Professor and Director of the Semaphore Research Cluster and the Critical Making
Lab in the Faculty of Information at the University of Toronto.

Megan Boler is Professor in the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto and
editor of Digital Media and Democracy: Tactics in Hard Times (MIT Press).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shane Ward:

Within other case, little folks like to read book DIY Citizenship: Critical Making and Social Media. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
DIY Citizenship: Critical Making and Social Media. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Albert Chesson:

This DIY Citizenship: Critical Making and Social Media are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason of this DIY Citizenship: Critical Making and Social Media can be among
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person
with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this DIY
Citizenship: Critical Making and Social Media giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Maurice Neely:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride



on and with addition info. Even you love DIY Citizenship: Critical Making and Social Media, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Andrew Joy:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book DIY Citizenship: Critical Making
and Social Media to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book
and learn it. Beside that the publication DIY Citizenship: Critical Making and Social Media can to be your
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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