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An album which distilled a genre from the musical, cultural, and social ether,
Portishead's Dummy was such a complete artistic achievement that its ubiquitous
successes threatened to exhaust its own potential. RJ Wheaton offers an
impressionistic investigation of Dummy that imitates the cumulative structure of
the album itself, piecing together interviews, impressions of time and place,
cultural criticism, and a thorough exploration of the music itself.

The approach focuses as much on the reception and response that Dummy
engendered as it does on the original production of the album. How is that so
many people have, collectively, made a quintessential headphone album into a
nightclub album? How have they made the product of a niche local scene into an
international success? This is the story of how an innovative, experimental album
became the iconic sound for the better part of a decade; and an aesthetic template
for the experience of music in the digital age.
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An album which distilled a genre from the musical, cultural, and social ether, Portishead's Dummy was such
a complete artistic achievement that its ubiquitous successes threatened to exhaust its own potential. RJ
Wheaton offers an impressionistic investigation of Dummy that imitates the cumulative structure of the
album itself, piecing together interviews, impressions of time and place, cultural criticism, and a thorough
exploration of the music itself.

The approach focuses as much on the reception and response that Dummy engendered as it does on the
original production of the album. How is that so many people have, collectively, made a quintessential
headphone album into a nightclub album? How have they made the product of a niche local scene into an
international success? This is the story of how an innovative, experimental album became the iconic sound
for the better part of a decade; and an aesthetic template for the experience of music in the digital age.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A growing Alexandria of rock criticism - Los Angeles Times, 2008 Ideal for the rock geek who thinks liner
notes just aren't enough - Rolling Stone One of the coolest publishing imprints on the planet - Bookslut"

About the Author

RJ Wheaton's writing on music, film, and literature has been published in The Oxford American, DaCapo's
Best Music Writing series, and at PopMatters.com, where he is Senior Producer. He currently lives in
Toronto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Portishead's Dummy (33 1/3).

Eun Russell:

Here thing why this Portishead's Dummy (33 1/3) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. Portishead's Dummy (33 1/3) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Portishead's Dummy (33 1/3). It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Portishead's Dummy (33 1/3) in e-book can be your substitute.

Susan Arnold:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Portishead's Dummy (33 1/3) can give
you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to



be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Portishead's Dummy (33 1/3).

Julio Huntsman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the Portishead's Dummy (33 1/3) when you necessary it?
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