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Intended â€˜for a theatre on Marsâ€™, with a cast of nearly five-hundred and
running to over two-hundred scenes, Karl Krausâ€™s apocalyptic tragedy The
Last Days of Mankind is the longest, most elaborate play ever written. It is also a
biting satirical commentary on the outbreak and subsequent course of World War
I. Karl Kraus (1874-1936) ranks as one of the great satirists of 20th-century
literature. In 1899 he established his own journal, Die Fackel (The Torch), to
â€˜drain the marsh of empty phrase-making.â€™ His wide-ranging oeuvre
comprises essays, short stories, poetry and aphorisms, and culminated in the five-
act play presented here. First published in 1920, The Last Days employs a
collage of modernist techniques to evoke a despairing and darkly comical vision
of the Great War from the perspective of Krausâ€™s hometown, Vienna. At its
centre Kraus places a cabal of war mongering press barons and self-serving
hacks, whose strategies of mass manipulation he holds responsible for the very
atrocities they report on in dispatches, editorials and feuilletons. With this
translation of the play in its entirety, Patrick Healy completes the work begun in
2014 when he published the first ever English-language version of the Prologue
and Act I in the Kraus anthology In These Great Times: Selected Writings. The
present edition includes an introduction and a glossary of names and relevant
terms.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald Hackler:

The publication untitled The Last Days of Mankind: A Tragedy in Five Acts is the reserve that recommended
to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of The Last Days of Mankind: A Tragedy in Five Acts from the publisher to make
you much more enjoy free time.

Clyde Welch:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Last Days of Mankind: A Tragedy in Five Acts your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The The Last Days of Mankind: A Tragedy in Five
Acts giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

John Burns:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Last Days of Mankind: A Tragedy in Five Acts offer you a new experience in studying a
book.

Vera Pinckney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading



is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Last Days of
Mankind: A Tragedy in Five Acts.
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