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In The Prisonhouse of Psychoanalysis, Arnold Goldberg trains a searching,
critical eye on his own profession.  His subject matter is the system of
interlocking constraints - theoretical, institutional, educational - that imprisons
psychoanalysis and the psychoanalyst.  His agenda is to sketch the shape analysis
might take in the absence of these constraints.  What emerges from these twin
endeavors is a penetrating critique of psychoanalysis from the inside - from the
vantage point of a senior analyst who has labored for many years within the
prisonhouse that he now criticizes.

In proffering an alternative vision of psychoanalysis, Goldberg ventures into
recent literature in epistemology, philosophy of science, cognitive psychology,
and the neurosciences, so that one valuable byproduct of his work is a brilliant
application of insights culled from these fields to the question of what analysis is,
and what it may yet become.  His examination of "psychoanalysis without
foundations" challenges the ability of infancy research data and neurological
findings, respectively, to provide an empirical rock bottom from which
psychoanalytic theory-building can proceed.  His chapter on "psychoanalysis
without representations" reviews the analytic literature on the latter concept, only
to show how recent theories of brain processing, including connectionism,
provides a basis for understanding mental phenomena without any intermediary
representations.  Finally, his vision of "psychoanalysis without a subject"
assesses recent findings about the nature of memory, insights of contemporary
philosophy, and Kohut's notion of the selfobject as converging tributaries that
make possible an analysis that dispenses with the conventional dichotomy of
subject and object.
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In The Prisonhouse of Psychoanalysis, Arnold Goldberg trains a searching, critical eye on his own
profession.  His subject matter is the system of interlocking constraints - theoretical, institutional, educational
- that imprisons psychoanalysis and the psychoanalyst.  His agenda is to sketch the shape analysis might take
in the absence of these constraints.  What emerges from these twin endeavors is a penetrating critique of
psychoanalysis from the inside - from the vantage point of a senior analyst who has labored for many years
within the prisonhouse that he now criticizes.

In proffering an alternative vision of psychoanalysis, Goldberg ventures into recent literature in
epistemology, philosophy of science, cognitive psychology, and the neurosciences, so that one valuable
byproduct of his work is a brilliant application of insights culled from these fields to the question of what
analysis is, and what it may yet become.  His examination of "psychoanalysis without foundations"
challenges the ability of infancy research data and neurological findings, respectively, to provide an
empirical rock bottom from which psychoanalytic theory-building can proceed.  His chapter on
"psychoanalysis without representations" reviews the analytic literature on the latter concept, only to show
how recent theories of brain processing, including connectionism, provides a basis for understanding mental
phenomena without any intermediary representations.  Finally, his vision of "psychoanalysis without a
subject" assesses recent findings about the nature of memory, insights of contemporary philosophy, and
Kohut's notion of the selfobject as converging tributaries that make possible an analysis that dispenses with
the conventional dichotomy of subject and object.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book
entitled The Prisonhouse of Psychoanalysis? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Coleman Jones:

This book untitled The Prisonhouse of Psychoanalysis to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Enrique Hayes:

The book untitled The Prisonhouse of Psychoanalysis contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Kelly Livingston:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Prisonhouse of Psychoanalysis is
simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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