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The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism is a history of thinking about the
subject of women in twentieth-century China. Tani E. Barlow illustrates the
theories and conceptual categories that Enlightenment Chinese intellectuals have
developed to describe the collectivity of women. Demonstrating how generations
of these theorists have engaged with international debates over eugenics, gender,
sexuality, and the psyche, Barlow argues that as an Enlightenment project,
feminist debate in China is at once Chinese and international. She reads social
theory, psychoanalytic thought, literary criticism, ethics, and revolutionary
political ideologies to illustrate the range and scope of Chinese feminist theory’s
preoccupation with the problem of gender inequality. She reveals how,
throughout the cataclysms of colonial modernity, revolutionary modernization,
and market socialism, prominent Chinese feminists have gathered up the
remainders of the past and formed them into social and ethical arguments,
categories, and political positions, ceaselessly reshaping progressive
Enlightenment sexual liberation theory.
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The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism is a history of thinking about the subject of women in
twentieth-century China. Tani E. Barlow illustrates the theories and conceptual categories that
Enlightenment Chinese intellectuals have developed to describe the collectivity of women. Demonstrating
how generations of these theorists have engaged with international debates over eugenics, gender, sexuality,
and the psyche, Barlow argues that as an Enlightenment project, feminist debate in China is at once Chinese
and international. She reads social theory, psychoanalytic thought, literary criticism, ethics, and
revolutionary political ideologies to illustrate the range and scope of Chinese feminist theory’s preoccupation
with the problem of gender inequality. She reveals how, throughout the cataclysms of colonial modernity,
revolutionary modernization, and market socialism, prominent Chinese feminists have gathered up the
remainders of the past and formed them into social and ethical arguments, categories, and political positions,
ceaselessly reshaping progressive Enlightenment sexual liberation theory.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Placing feminist thought within a continuum that defines human life in eugenic terms, Tani E. Barlow
shows how Chinese feminism is not simply an inheritance of western ideas but is absolutely central to
modernity and its emphasis on the sexed human being. The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism will
spark controversy and will eventually stand as a model of scholarship for all of us to follow.”—Wendy
Larson, author of Women and Writing in Modern China

“Tani E. Barlow breaks original ground. Her book has a theoretical reach and sophistication very rare in the
China field, drawing its analytical tools from history, literature, feminist studies, psychoanalysis, and film
criticism.”—Gail Hershatter, author of Dangerous Pleasures: Prostitution and Modernity in Twentieth-
Century Shanghai

“The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism is an exciting and provocative journey through Chinese
feminism and its theoretical permutations throughout the twentieth century.”—Lisa Rofel, author of Other
Modernities: Gendered Yearnings in China after Socialism

From the Back Cover
"Placing feminist thought within a continuum that defines human life in eugenic terms, Tani E. Barlow
shows how Chinese feminism is not simply an inheritance of western ideas but is absolutely central to
modernity and its emphasis on the sexed human being. "The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism" will
spark controversy and will eventually stand as a model of scholarship for all of us to follow."--Wendy
Larson, author of" Women and Writing in Modern China"

About the Author

Tani E. Barlow is a historian of modern China teaching in the Women’s Studies Department at the
University of Washington, Seattle. She is the editor of many books, including Formations of Colonial
Modernity in East Asia and New Asian Marxisms, both published by Duke University Press. Barlow is the
founding senior editor of positions: east asia cultures critique, also published by Duke University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patrick Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading



through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism (Next Wave: New Directions
in Women's Studies).

Leslie Mickle:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Question of Women in Chinese
Feminism (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

James Sanford:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism (Next Wave: New Directions
in Women's Studies) will give you new experience in examining a book.

Penny Risley:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism (Next
Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one
book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's
Studies).
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